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The Klarsfeld Saga

By Charles Greenfield

I nternational Herald Tribune
RIS—Next to the stacks of
files and correspondence
piled high on the Louis XV desk

In Sarge and Bedate Klarsfdd's -

office near the Elysee Pdace
hangs an unusua photograph —
aconcentration camp survivor in
his Auschwitz striped "pgamas;”
his chetx covered in medds
being arrested by a West German
policeman. _
"He was a very dose friend

who died a few years back” B |

Sage Klarsfeld says  'The
French government decorated
him and he was closgly associated
with our campaicgns agang Nazi
criminad's in Germany in the
1970s"

For the Klarsfelds, who aong
with the Austrian Simon Wiesen-
tha are conddred by many the
world's most effective Nazi hunt-
es the photo sums up both a
longstanding moral commitment
and intense persond fedings. In
1943, the then 8-year-old- Serge
and his mother and Sser hid be-
hind a fase wdl in ther Nice
apartment as the Gedtgpo took
away his father, Arno, to an in-
ternment camp and later Aus
chwitz, where he perished.

Forty years later, Klaus Bar-
bie, part of the same Gestgpo or-

anizetion in France- is behind
sina Lyﬁmnéﬁme cl)P
greet part to the ortsof -
the Klarsfelds sance 1971, the
Barbie case was r din Feb-
ruary 1982, after new evidence of
"oimes againd humanity,” on
. which there is no gtatuteof limi-
tation, had been submitted by the-
couple.

Now in their mid-40s they have
the ar of a successful French
middeclass couple "We ae
both very bourgeois in our
tedes” ?/s Sarge, laughing a a
picture of himsdf in a worker's
cap from the early 1970s when
the German rightis press re-
ferred 't&) éhem as I"the Klarsferl]d

Igntly plump man, he
%gggthe unruffled, manner of an
accountant (he has alaw degree)
when spelling out the evidence
from the Barbie file. Beate, just
returned from a mesting in Lon-
don and dresed in a cnic, gray
wool outfit, describes hersdf as
"the redig and pessmig” in the
family. "I think he is more opti-

migic than me. Certainly more
imﬁie?alva"' she adds.

Their family backgrounds are
digpaate. A German-born Prot-
estant (she caries both French
and West German passports),
Beste met Sage in the Pais
Metro in 19680 on' her way to
dass at the Alliance Francase.
"Hewas on hisway to dassesat
Scences-Palitiques” sherecdled.
"l had come to France to study
the language and get away from
the usud German middedass
fatefor young women —marry a
German, stle down, have kids,

etc. When Sage told me he was
Jewish and had logt his father at
Auschwitz, | redly felt srange.

Of dl thepeople | would meet In
Paris it would be a French- Jew:
And aPreach Jew whose father
had been exterminated by my
ownpeople”

As they dtarted dating, cultural
differences quickly came to the
surface. "At the beginning |
know Serge's mother wasn't crazy
about her son going out with a
German girl But when she met
me she reacted differently; she's
the type of woman who only
judges people for what they are.
As for my own mother in West
Germany, despite the fact that
my father was dead, she dill was
somewhat influenced by what the
neighbors would say. Later on
when Sage and | well
known, my mother was im-
pressed by favorable worldwide
reaction to our activities But in
fact, she has never redly learned

Beateand SargeKlarsfeld.
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anything or understood what |
have been fightingfor."

Lake many young Germans in
the 19505 Besate had remained d-
mogt_ignorant of the history of
the Third Reich. "Serge immedi-
ady taught me my own coun-
try's history from 1933 to '45,"
e sad. There had been no
revelationsin my postwar genera-
tion. My parents were part of
that slent majority of Germans
who didnt want to take a pos-
tion on the war. At schoodl my
higory teacher would dodge
questions that proved embarrass-
ing. Sarge played an essntid role
in helping me to come to grips
with my own | dways want-
ed my children to be proud of
their haf-German background,
to never blush about their coun-
try. Anyway, one day they would
have axed what my attitude was
toward Nazi criminds after the
war. My children's grandfathers
had two pagts. One died in Aus
chwitz, the other fought for the
Wehrmacht It's from this rather
exceptiond Situation that my mo-
tivation sorang.” _

Their first joint action came
from a seemingly normal event
In 1967 Kurt-Georg Kiesnger
became chancdlor of West Ger-
many and Beste was a secretary
in Paris for the French-West Ger-
man Y outh Sarvice |n a series of
atices for the lefti French
newspaper Combat she reveded
Kiesnge's role in the radio de-
partment of the German Foreign
Ministry during World War 1l. In
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one article she wrote: "If Eich-

mann represented the banality of

evil, Kiesnger represents the
respectability of evil." Later that
ear Beate was dismissd from
er job.

"Beate was fired for the arti-
des That was obvious" sad
Sage "What was strange for
most people at the time was that
Beste decided to fight not to get
her job back, but to get Kiesinger
out of office. After various trips
to West Germany in 1968 to cam-
paign againgt the chancellor, she
posd as a secretary a a Chris
tian Democrat rally, crossed the
ﬁodium to Kiesinger and dapped

Im on the face while shouting,
‘Nazi! Nazi!' _

"It was a tremendous symbolic
at' Sage sd. "l think of
Bedte's slaﬁ as the daughter strik-
ing the father, the younger gener-
ation resgting the older one. Asa
result of the uproar and a new
avareness on the part of Ger-
mans of their past Willy Branat
became chancellor in 1969
Brandt was a mgor change in
Germany — a new face, 90 to

In the 1970s the Klarsfelds
pursued their anti-Nazi activities
on sved fronts. A legd loop-
hole in a treaty Sgned by France
and West Germany in 194 Eer
mitted Nazi criminds who had
worked in France to escape pros-
ecution in ther native Germany.
The French were afraid these
criminals would be tried by for-
mer Nazi judges” sad Serge
"And the Germans refused to ex-
tradite German naionds to
France. It was an absurd Stua
tion that Willy Brandt tried to
change but the Chrigian Demo-
crats and the Free Democrats
wouldn't ratify the hbill on the
treaty.”

To st a precedent and demon-
drate the judicid dilemma, in
1971 they made an attempt to
kidnap aformer high Nazi police
officia in France, Kurt Lischka,
on a dreet in Cologne. "We rent*
ed a ca and with some friends
tried to push Lischka indde as he
was waiting for a dreetcar,”
Serge sad. "He was wdl over 9x
feet tdl and very heavy. A police-
man saw us and we were Sared
off." Snce the German authori-
ties were reluctant to pres
charges — the Klarsfelds had to
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goad government officids into ac-
tion. They were eventualy tried
and given suspended sentences.

They eventualy had the satisfac-
tion of seang the Bundestag ratif
the treaty in 1975 and Lischka,
dong with two other former Nazi
palice officids in France, sen-
tenced to prisonin 1980.

Barbie, however, was perh
the Klasfeld's most fruggat?rﬁ?s
misson. Beete spoke of the diffi-
culty of organizing support in the,
early 70s both in France and Bo-
livia Today it's very smple" she
sad. "Babie is in prison and ev-

oneisrdieved. But back in 1971
when we first had proof that Klaus
Altmann, dias Barbie, was living
in Bolivig, there was inertia at eve-
ry stop. People love to read about
the ‘'myth’ of the Nazi hiding some-
wherein South America. Still when
push came to shove, the only peo-
ple who accompanied me to Baliv-
la were two old French Jewish
women whose families had been
wiped out Even the companions of
Jean Moulin, whom Barbie tor-
tured and may have killed, balked.
Imagine the Sght of a few women
in La Par trying to explain what
Naziswereand that'over 6 million
Jews hed been killed in the Second
World Warl"

The Klardfelds agree that Bar-
bigs tria will raise many unpless-
ant truths. "Barbie undenlabIP]/ bo*
longs in France because he is
linked: to Jean Moulin, France's
Oreates resstance heo' Sage

added. "The French press is much
more concerned about the Barbie-
Moulin connection than the fact
that Barbie sent 52 Jewish children
from lzieu, ees o Lyons to the
death camps. Or that over 90 per-

Y cent of the 80000 French Jews

killed were arrested by the French
[IJ_ohce in the Vichy government

hat's not written in French histo-
ry bookd Thered test of the Bar-
bie case will be how the French

g ded with the top French collabora-

tors from the Vichy government.”

In 1978 the Klarsfelds dtarted
the Beate Klarsfeld Foundation to
rase money for ther research, do-
cumentation and dissemination of
materials, on the Holocaust The
same year Sarge published "Le Me-
morid de la Deportation des Juifs

de France a directory of the P

names, agesand convoysof French
Jews killed in the camps. Heis dso
the president of the FFDJF (Les
Fils e Flles des Deportes Juifs de
France), respongble for an enor-
mous memorid wadl in lsragl for
the French deed A more recent
publication from their foundation,
‘The Holocaust and the Neo-Nazi
Mythomania," dresses ther big-
gest concern today, therise of Neo-
Nazism.

"In" these uncertain economic
times many people including
youth, arelookingfor astrong man
or an image of srength," Beste
sys "We are trying to educae
people as to what redly ,
to combat this nodagia for Na-
zism withits myths that include the
denid of the gas ovens genocide

and Hitler's knowledge of the Find
Solution. Our latest congss
of satistics drawn up by the Nazis
themsdves on the effectiveness of
their solution to the Jewish prob-
lem. The numbers and the facts are
incontestable."

As for active Nazi hunting, be-
Sdes the cases of Mengele in Parar
guay and Walter Rauff in Chile
Serge is pushing for the extradition
from Syria of Alois Brunner, Eich-
mann's top deputy. It was Brunner
¥vhr? ordered the arrest of Serges
ather.

"Sarge went to Damascus last
summer to draw attention 40
Brunner's presence in Syria," Begte
sad. "People say we have courage
to go to hodile countries to put
ressure on governments. But |
think it is more a question of what
the Germans cdl 'cvil courage)
which is redly individua involve-
ment that avoids a politicd party
or ideology. | think thisiswhat was
indsted on by the group if Igadis
who nominated mein 1977 for the
Nobel Pesce Prize"

Despite the danger that is a con-
gant In their lives — a booby-
trapped parcd in 1972, a time
bomb that destroyed their carin
1979, anti-Semitic phone cdls eve-
ry week — they seem cam. "After
the bombing in Rue Copernic we
recaived police protection at our
home as we were on theligt of
ple threstened by the extreme
right. We try to protect oursdves
as best we can, but there is no per-
fect sysdem," sghed Bede

In her autobiography "Wherever
They May Bé' ]éVanlguard Press
New York) in 1975, Bede wrote:
"As | arrived at Orly from La Paz
in19711 searchedfor Sergeinthe
crowd. Then | saw  him hanging
back, smiling at the whole scene
‘Make your life apoem. Liftitto
the levdl of an inspiring experi-
ence' That's what he had written
to the little German girl whom he
had just met back in the spring @
1960. Without him by my sde
without his complete and tactful
involvement without his everlast-
ing energy, what could | have ac-
complished? Another man doubt-
less would have required me to cut
mysdf off from Germany. Sage
had helped me to become a red
Gearman.”



