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Delay in Trial ofSuspect Accused of War Crimes Has France Astir

By ALAN RIDING
ateTheNeNYathmes

demsonsthat will delay the tnat o‘ |n
aging Frenchman accused o crimes
against humanlty has stirred anew de-
bate here about France's reluctance to

address Us role In the deportation of
thousandsof Je/vsto Nazi death camps
in World War 1

Legd experts that by assigning
the case of Rene ousqu
moribund Specid

Liberation rattier tha?t to an ordinary
crimina court the Prosecutor Cen-

to alol Francein
Court of nﬁe

Legd experts say
thecasemay
never be heard.

competent to act t No Iensto
pamalwwweyab’eew

Frendn Public Interest
The decison lagt week by the Prose-
cutor Generd's Office has
ed in the courts and a ruling is ex-
onNov. 19.But in themeantime,

tary Genera of Policeof the collabora the dectson has been strenuouﬂ cr|t|

tionist French Government established

In Vichy after the Nazi occupation
A 1940. Hehas el

later deported to Germ
The o

id High Court was esta-

cized by the ch press an
of Associ |0n of Chlldre1 of French Jem

been accused of ish Di
ordering roundups of Jews who were

"Wil th French state continue to
rotect high French officials of the
ichy Government

of
tral's Office even have insured lished after France'sliberation in 1944 againg humanity?' the Pari ,da'ly,
thatheW|II neéervl\)legrlosuggtvtotrlal to try hlgh offlualls ol the Vichy Gov- Liberation, sad this week. "Yes, if you

old, servedm 1942and

ernment, but th
1983 & gecre

neNIaNWDuIdbereqwreémrltto

sad a bdieve th%f}atest development In”the

be Bousquet

The _new: Le Monde r ed
that Pres b

Francols Mitterrand,
who became a e Fr

er o

Resstance after working brletly in
Vichy, had indicated privately that
French public Interest would fot be

- sarvedby atrial of M
vedb by

Klarsfeld, aWdILlisr?aNn Nazi
'&%”t‘gr W“? P i Depopet
jldren of Frencl i
sad son he Prom?te(?r
eneral 's Office clearly reflected Mr.
Mitterrand'sviews.

'DenouncingtheBaseness

He has always taken on indulgent
postlon towerds the crimes of that

period,” hesad.
Mr Klars‘dd a0 urged the newly
ed Deputy Minister of Justice,
3(15 Klejman hlmselt theson of a
Jewi ee, to resgn to avoid
|dent|t|cat|onW|ththedeq
But inastatement to L|bera|on Mr.

one must be aware th g |ng
theneedtoflghtagans or fulness
it may be important to mamtam civil
peace” he said. "There are other waxs
of denouncmg the baseness

Vichy regime apart from atria.”

Fate of French Jews

s sad thats tlon re
tlected th of successve French
ernments by sugg?edl ng that |t Would

traumatlc or Fren If
the extent of the Vichy Governments
ation with Nazi"‘Germany'splan
to exterminate the Jews were publicly

The Vichy Government was the only
European one not di recatljy under Nazl
occupalon that deported Jews to Ger-

andeath camps,
Mr KIarsfeIdsad76000JeNswere

rted, of whom only 2500 survived.
urther 3000 Jewsdi |ndetent|0n
|n the V| chy-run area of southern

France hesad.

But unt|| the 1980s the fate o
French Jewswasnotwidely knownin
France, with French authoritiesfavor-
ing the |nterpretat|on that the Vichy
Government was obeying Nazi orders
and ignori ewdence that the Vichy
police often fook the initiative to round
up Jewsfor deportation.

CrimesAgainst Humanity

Mr. Bousquet sarved four years to
rison in thelate 1940s for war crimes
u(t:1 he sub: uently bunt a sucoessiul

respect: ess ad
hanking. Butheptember 989, after
flndlng new etlldence of Mr. Bousquet's
volvement in s of Jews, Mr.
Klarsfeld brought the char es ¢
cnm&a?alnsthumanlty him.
Mr. KTlarsfeld sadtwo o] erpencing
caxs accusng Frenchmen of wer
crimes have “involved even greater

S.

The case of Maurice Pgpon, accused
of ordering deportation of Jewsin Bor-
deaux. haS been under study In the
courts since 1982 Charges that Paul
Touvter picked six Jewsfor execution
werebrought in 1973 but notrial has
beenheld.



